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There are totally 1.5 million ha of grassland in Sweden of which 70 percent is temporary in rotations on arable 
land. Temporary grassland is the dominating crop with 40 percent of the arable cropping area. The climate is 
cold temperate and winter damages are common in the grasslands. In the north, where farming is done up to 66 
degrees latitude, light conditions are extreme, which gives higher energy content in the forage. Timothy (Phleum 
pratense L.), meadow fescue (Festuca pratensis L.) and red clover (Trifolium pratense L.) are the dominating 
species. Contrary to the intensive grasslands in Europe, it is very common to use a mixture with grasses and 
legumes. Silage maize can only be grown in very south where the temperature sum is high enough. The area of 
silage maize is rapidly increasing due to new varieties. Larger milk yield per cow increase the requirement for 
herbage with higher nutrient quality. This has lead to earlier cuts and increasing number of cuts. Due to the long 
winter season a large part of the forage is conserved as silage. In 2009, Sweden had about 350 000 dairy cows on 
nearly 6 000 farms. About ten percent of the milk farms have organic production. Efforts to reduce N-losses to 
the environment are done by develop grazing systems and total feeding rations that increase N utilization. Also 
slurry injection into grassland has advantages over slurry spreading as it decreases ammonia losses and odour 
and improves forage hygiene.
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